
	
	

Strategies	for	College	Pain	Meeting	Cheat	Sheet	
Starting	Up	the	Meeting	
Start	by	taking	20	minutes	to	talk	about	you	and	your	kids.		Three	goals	for	our	time:	

1. Gather	enough	info	to	determine	if	I	can	help	you,	
2. Answer	enough	of	your	questions	so	you	can	determine	if	I	can	help	you,	
3. If	we	decide	to	move	forward	–	spend	45	minutes	gathering	information	for	me	to	begin	

	 	

	
The	Scoping	Worksheet	
Follow	the	worksheet	to	‘scope’	the	size	of	their	problem	–	then	ask	pain	questions:	

	

Based	on	their	answer	to	“what	happens	if	you	don’t	get	it	figured	out,”	ask	more	‘pain’	questions	

	 	



	
	

	

Call	the	Question:		“How	were	you	hoping	I	could	help	you?”	

	

To	determine	your	fee,	ask	which	of	the	Five	Phases	they	want	included	in	their	College	Plan	(will	typically	be	all	five)	

The	Fee	Discussion	
Typically,	you	will	be	‘waiving’	your	fee,	but	this	is	a	good	opportunity	to	intimate	that	there	is	normally	a	fee	–	
which	you’ve	agreed	to	waive	because	(you	are	a	referral,	your	school	hosted	our	event,	etc.)		

	
Go	through	the	College	Planning	Roadmap	

• Introduce	each	Section	–	highlighting	the	bullet	point	items	you	will	be	doing	–	and	those	they	will	be	
helping	with	

• Discuss	the	timeline	–	typically	60-90	days	
• Discuss	the	number	of	meetings	you’ll	have	–	Typically	3-5	
• Discuss	the	annual	review	–	and	what	happens	with	other	kids	

	

Issue	their	Binder	–	Describe	how	it	will	work	
If	they	decide	to	move	forward,	ask	each	parent,	along	with	the	student	to	initial	each	of	the	phases	they	have	
indicated	they	want	included	in	their	plan.		You	too	will	initial	each	to	show	your	commitment	to	the	process.	

Objection	Handling	

	


